IFlewe an& IRotes 


Prof. Nagel has been appointed to the position of Prof. A. 
Konig at Freiburg. 

Dr. E. Storch, First Assistant in the Psychiatric Clinic in 
Breslau, has been appointed as privat-docent in Psychiatry. 

Dr. H. A. Th. Dedichen, of Christiania, has founded a new bi¬ 
monthly journal of Neurology and .Psychiatry. It is entitled Tids- 
skrift for Nordisk Retsmedicin og Psykiatri. Full analysis of its 
contents will appear in the Journal of Nervous and Mental Di¬ 
sease. 

Prof. Dr. Kirchoff, Privat-docent at the University at Kiel, 
has resigned this teaching position. 

The Psychiatric Association, of Berlin, has recently drawn up 
a scheme of reform for the treatment of inebriates. It declares that 
special institutions are necessary for the isolation of victims of the 
drink habit. These may be open like general hospitals, or closed af¬ 
ter the manner of lunatic asylums. Only institutions adopting the 
principle of total abstinence should be permitted. The admission of 
inebriates into institutions may be voluntary at the request of the 
party concerned, or compulsory under such safeguards as are re¬ 
quired in the case of admission to lunatic asylums. The necessary 
provisions should be laid down by the local authorities in conformity 
with existing municipal regulations. At the head of these special in¬ 
stitutions should be physicians possessing special knowledge of men¬ 
tal and nervous diseases. 

A new psychiatric clinic has been founded at the University of 
Groningen. 

The Medical Staff of the National Hospital for the Paralysed 
and Epileptic, have finally gained the victory in their contest with the 
managing Board. An entirely new Board of Management has been 
chosen; more in sympathy with the needs of the Institution. 

The Annual Meeting of the Neurological Society, of London, 
was held February 6. Dr. H. W. Page delivered the address on Con¬ 
cussion of the Brain in Some of its Aspects. 

The Psychiatrische Wochenschrift will change its name in 
April, 1902, to the Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift, be¬ 
cause of the many requests of neurologists to widen the scope of the 
journal. We wish it continued success under its new name. 

Dr. Flavius Packer, formerly of the Matteawan State Hospital, 
and recently appointed resident physician in charge of the pavilion 
for the insane at Bellevue, began his new duties February 15, the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment approving his appointment 
and salary at its meeting. 

Dr. Packer’s first appointment was at the Long Island State Hos¬ 
pital, and he went from there to Matteawan when that hospital for 
the criminal insane was first established. * He is a specialist of prac¬ 
tical experience, and his services were secured by the new manage- 
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ment with the idea that such a person should be directly in charge 
of this department of Bellevue. Dr. Packer's assistant will be Dr. 
Gregory, from the Long Island State Hospital, whose transfer has 
been agreed upon by the State Civil Service Commission. 

Dr. Adolf Meyer, the new head of the Pathological Institute of 
the New York State Hospital, has reappointed Dr. P. H. Levine as 
head of the chemical department, and Dr. Brooks as associate in bac¬ 
teriology. Both were connected with the institute under Dr. Ira 
Van Gieson, whom Dr. Meyer succeeds. Further appointments, it is 
announced, will be made as soon as the Civil Service Commission 
furnishes a list of eligible candidates. Plans for the reconstruction 
of the Verplank building of the West Manhattan Hospital, on Ward’s 
Island, have already been accepted, and the contracts are being adver¬ 
tised. The Verplank building was originally erected by the Emigrant 
Department for hospital purposes, and when it was turned over for 
State service it retained its old name. It is now a three-story build¬ 
ing, occupied by hospital wards. The larger part of one floor was, 
until recently, used as a dining room, but only a few days ago was 
deserted for the new one just completed. This large room will be re¬ 
built into several smaller ones, giving plenty of space for a pathologi¬ 
cal-anatomical laboratory, a chemical laboratory, and rooms for 
special service. 

A disastrous fire occurred February 18, destroying Dr. J. H. 
Kellogg’s entire sanitarium at Battle Creek, Michigan. There was no 
loss of life. The buildings are to be rebuilt immediately. 

Civil Service Examinations for positions in the reorganized 
Pathological Institute, will be held in New York City, March 15, 
1902. The following places are announced: Associate in Clinical Psy¬ 
chiatry ($1,200); Associate in Chemistry ($1,800); and Chief Asso¬ 
ciate in Neuro-Pathology ($1,800). 

The Royal Institute of Science and Letters, of Lombardy, 
announces the following subjects for theses to be presented in com¬ 
petition for the Cagnola and Fossati prizes for 1902; Cagnola prize, 
study of the hypophj'sis cerebri based upon original research; its 
comparative and embryological anatomy; physiological significance; 
facts and hypotheses concerning its role in pathological processes. 
Fossati prize, localization, through research and experiment of some 
cerebral center; psychic, sensorial or motor. 

American Medico-Psychological Association. The fifty- 
eighth annual meeting of the American Medico-Psychological Asso¬ 
ciation will be held in Montreal, the third Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in June. (17th, 18th, 19th and 20th) 1902. The 
meeting follows that of the American Medical Association at Sara¬ 
toga, which occurs in the second week in June. The matter of 
transportation h£s been placed in the hands of the Committee of the 
latter Association and it is hoped to otain special railroad rates for 
both meetings. The headquarters of the Association will be the 
commodious and comfortable Windsor Hotel, delightful in all its 
appointments and especially well adapted for convention purposes. 
Special rates have been secured for members and their friends. The 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Dr. Burgess, has taken up 
the matter of arrangements for the meeting with much enthusiasm, 
and with the large attendance expected, a profitable meeting from 
every point of view is assurred. The annual address will be deliv¬ 
ered by Dr. Wyatt Johnston, Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence, 
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McGill University Law Faculty, Assistant Professor of Hygiene, the 
Medical Faculty, Pathologist to Montreal General Hospital, etc., etc. 
Subject—“The Medico-Legal Appreciation of Trauma in Its Relation 
to Abnormal Mental Conditions.” 

Papers have been promised as follows: Dr. Henry M. Hurd, 
Baltimore, Md., Folklore of Insanity; Dr. E. G. Carpenter, Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, Insanity and Degeneracy: Dr. J. H. McBride, Pasadena, 
Cal., Boarding out for the Chronic Insane; Jas. M. Buckley, D.D., 
LL.D., Morristown, N. J., The Possible Influence of Rational Con¬ 
versation on the Insane; Dr. A. B. Richardson, Washington, D.C„ 
Women Nurses in Hospitals for the Insane; Dr. George Villeneuve, 
Longue Pointe, Que., Conjugal Jealousy as a Cause and Excuse for 
Crime from a Medico-Legal Standpoint; Dr. Jas. Russell, Hamilton, 
Ont., The Psychology of Anarchism; Dr. William Rush Dunton, 
Towson, Md., Dementia Praecox; Dr. E. D. Bondurant, Mobile, Ala., 
The Early Diagnosis of General Paresis and the Possible Curability 
of the Disease in its Initial Stages. 

Papers of which the titles are not yet announced are promised 
by Dr. A. Vallee, Quebec; Dr. Daniel Clark, Toronto; Dr. Jas. V. 
Anglin, Montreal; Dr. Geo. L. Sinclair, Halifax, N. S.; Dr. C. R. 
Woodson, St. Joseph, Mo.; Dr. W. H. Hancker, Farnhurst, Del.; 
Dr. R. M. Bucke, London, Ont.; Dr. M. E. Wittee, Clarinda, Iowa; 
Dr. C. G. Hill, Baltimore, Md.; Dr. W. F. Drewry, Petersburg, Va.: 
Dr. J. W. Babcock, Columbia. S. C.; Dr. Edward Cowles, Waverly, 
Mass.; Dr. J. A. Houston, Northampton, Mass.; Dr. Owen Copp, 
Boston, Mass. 

The Secretary will be much indebted for promises of additional 
papers and will esteem it a favor if those willing to read papers will 
be kind enough to send titles at the earliest practicable date. 

C. B. Burr, Secretary. 

Dr. Jacopo Finzi, one of the collaborators of the Revista di 
patologia nervose e mentale, of Florence, has just died of typhoid at the 
age of twenty-nine. 

The American Neurological Society will hold its Twenty- 
eighth Annual Meeting Thursday, Friday and Saturday, June 5, 6, 
and 7, at New York in the New York Academy of Medicine. Mem¬ 
bers are requested to send in the names and abstracts of their papers 
six weeks in advance of the meeting. The annual dinner will be held 
Friday evening, June 6. 

Prof. Krafft-Ebing is to resign the Chair of Psychiatry in 
Vienna, in favor of Professor W. V. Jauregg. 

Dr. Pierre Janet has been elected to the Chair of Psychologydn 
the College de France made vacant by the resignation of Professor 
H. Ribot. 

Increase of Insanity in Ontario. —According to the report of 
the inspector of lunatic asylums for the Province of Ontario, there 
were in these institutions on September 30, 1901, 4,604 patients as 
compared with 3.318 twelve years ago. The population for the dif¬ 
ferent asylums in the Province is set down as follows: Toronto, 724; 
London, 1,034; Kingston, 509; Hamilton, 1,029; Mimico, 605; Brock- 
ville, 613. A comparison of the relative increase of insanity with the 
population shows that while the provincial population has increased 
from 1,396,091 in 1861 to 2,182,942 in 1901, or 56 per cent., the number 
of insane and idiots, officially known, has increased in those forty 
years from 1,631 to 5,880, or 260 per cent. The ratio forty vears ago 
was one to 856; it is now one to 371. Of course, there is a great 
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change in public sentiment within that time with regard to placing 
patients in asylums for treatment. 

Illinois General Hospital for the Insane. —With the arrival 
and installation of a hundred inmates from the Illinois Central Hos¬ 
pital for the Insane at Jacksonville, the asylum for the incurably in¬ 
sane at Bartonville was formally opened for the reception of patients 
February 10. From now on the State Commissioners of Public 
Charities will cause to be transferred from the State Insane Hospi¬ 
tals at Jacksonville, Elgin, Kankakee, Anna and Watertown, with 
the consent and concurrence of. the Superintendents and Trustees of 
these institutions, such number of incurable patients as the new in¬ 
stitution can accommodate. The next installment of transfers will be 
made later, when 200 patients will be sent from Kankakee and Elgin, 
one hundred from each place. This institution was built for the 
care of insane persons for whom there is no hope of recovery. These 
were so numerous at the State hospitals for the insane that it was 
believed by the officials that their presence was a hindrance to the 
successful work on the curable patients. For that reason it was de¬ 
cided to separate them. The capacity of the new institution, while 
fitted with employees’ quarters, domestic buildings, heating and elec¬ 
tric plants and storage buildings sufficient to accommodate two thou¬ 
sand patients, is at present limited to about seven hundred, since the 
cottage and dormitory room will accommodate only this number. Un¬ 
til more ground is acquired the present facilities will not allow for 
the care of more than that number, and the next General Assembly 
is depended upon to see that provision is made for more cottages. 
Meantime, the structure commonly known as the employees’ build¬ 
ing will be utilized exclusively for the care of patients. 

Governor Odell has signed the State Lunacy Bill placing the 
New York State Hospitals under the control of a centralized board 
of control. It is expected that the bill for a like procedure in the 
control of the State Charities will soon be drafted and railroaded 
through, as was the State Lunacy Bill. 



